Since ancient times |ndia has been famous
for her amazing saPPhires. Her rulers
hoarded Private collections of the Precious

blue gem, imPressing native and visitor alike.

But Maharajal‘x Jasrag was not satisfied

with the magniﬁcent brilliantjewels he owned.

[He greatlg desired to possess the Starlight
SaPPHre. Fakistani wise men claimed it held
mgstical powers that could reach the stars

and bless one’s children for untold
generations.
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[n 615 B.C. [atima, daughter of the [asha
Bhawal of Pakistan was betrothed to Bhim,
son ansraj, the Maharajah of ndia. As

part of her dowry she brought the incredible

Sta rlight Sa Pphirc.

Just before the wedding [Tatima ran off with
a camel driver. Enragecl at the humiliation
and betragalj the Mahara_jah refused to
return the Sapphire to Pakistan. ] his has
been a constant source of conflict between

the countries.

Alexanclcr the C]rcat accePtec{ the
saPPhire as tribute from the dePosed
Rajah intending to pass it on to his
firstborn son and that by the luck of the
saPPhire he would have one. thn his
dear friend Hephaistion died it was
rumored Alexander overcome }35 great
gri@c threw the saPPhirc into a well.
Ot}'xer rumors say it was secreted away
by his |ndian consort, Roxanne, to be
given back to ]ndia and her children.
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The gem rcappcared in 1220 when the
current Kajah used it to bribe Gcng}ﬁis
Kal’m to cxpancl the Momgo! empire
toward Fakistan. Whéﬂ the Khan died
the Star]ight Sapplﬂirc was never found
among his Possessions. Tl’le legend

began that it had a will of its own

The legenclarg gem resurfaced in ]nclia.
Shah Dara Placecl a [Jindu curse upon
the gem so that a thief stea[ing it would
suffer disgrace, poverty and infestation
bg fleas. Caring greatlg for his children
he blessed it to brirxg Iong life and fame to
those who would righhcu“g possess it.

The legend of the luck of thejewel
reached the ears of a Pritish Major who
seized the saPPl—rire in the name of the
]mpcrial Croer [Te intended to send it
to his beloved claughter but died from a

nasty infection secon&arg to flea

infestation. Ag&ﬂum

The sapplﬂire remained quiet until a High
stakes card game aboard the Orient
E_xpress in 1882. Tl’]é winner of the
hand, a slow ta”cing, mysterious man from
New Orleans claimed to be the King of
the Rivcrboat Gamblers. Hc was found

deadin his compartmcnt the Fo”owing
morning,. The Star]ight SaPPhirc had

vanished again.



