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How to use reader’s theater  

 
Reader’s theater can increase fluency and comprehension, assists in learning vocabulary 

and develops poise, oral language skills and positive interaction with peers. 

 

Research 
 

The National Reading Panel has identified fluency as a prominent cause of reading comprehension 

problems which ultimately affect overall reading development. An estimated 75% of students who are 

poor readers in third grade continue to be lower achieving readers in ninth grade. 

 

Research indicates Readers Theater is beneficial for fluency, motivation to read and supportive of 

independent student group repeated practice.  It is interactive, provides opportunities for oral reading,  

fosters engagement with the text that enhances comprehension of the specific text through familiarity and 

discussion.  

 

The conclusion was that a highly controlled application of Readers Theatre for a limited time 

produced moderate effects in reading recognition and comprehension. The study 

showed a clear advantage for the use of Readers Theatre over standard reading instruction. 

Readers' Theatre is a strategy that can assist students with the difficulty of the vocabulary and concepts 

and help them become fluent readers of  content material  

 

How to start 
 

Choose a script, pass out to students 

 

Model with a think aloud.  Teacher reads a portion, stopping to voice thoughts about the text out loud.  

Teacher can model how to sound out, use context clues or prefixes or root words to master unfamiliar 

vocabulary, to describe how punctuation may affect the delivery of lines or to analyze character.   (see 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/building-reading-comprehension-

through-139.html?tab=1#tabs for more info on the think aloud technique)  

 

Go over key vocabulary (1-3 words maximum) 

Assign roles and/or groups (think jigsaw technique with several groups, each group does a scene) 

Have students highlight their lines as they do independent silent practice.   This makes it easier to read the 

proper lines. 

Discuss characterization 

Small group practice (read through twice, first for flow, then for characterization; student led with teacher 

monitoring) 

Discuss concepts, big picture, plot 

Rehearse again (as much as needed, teacher rotating through groups and coaching) 

Perform 

 

Adaptations 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/building-reading-comprehension-through-139.html?tab=1#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/building-reading-comprehension-through-139.html?tab=1#tabs
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ELL’s, reluctant readers, shy students can be assigned tasks that are not reading dependent. 1) special 

effects (FX) creating and presenting charts, diagrams, visual aids, etc.   2) assistant director’s (give 

feedback, organize).  HOWEVER, after listening to multiple read throughs they should be encouraged to 

take a small role.   Since they have already heard the material read several times, it will be easier and less 

threatening.  The teacher can facilitate this by announcing earlier that students will trade roles in order to 

experience another reader’s interpretation and to give each other feedback 

 

 

Assessment – sample rubric 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Preparedness Student is completely 
prepared and has obviously 
rehearsed. 

Student seems pretty 
prepared but might have 
needed a couple more 
rehearsals. 

The student is somewhat 
prepared, but it is clear 
that rehearsal was lacking. 

Student does not seem 
at all prepared to 
present. 

Speaks Clearly Speaks clearly and distinctly 
all (100-95%) the time, and 
mispronounces no words. 

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly all (100-95%) 
the time, but 
mispronounces one word. 

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly most ( 94-85%) 
of the time. 
Mispronounces no more 
than one word. 

Often mumbles or 
cannot be understood 
OR mispronounces 
more than one word. 

Volume Volume is loud enough to be 
heard by all audience 
members throughout the 
presentation. 

Volume is loud enough to 
be heard by all audience 
members at least 90% of 
the time. 

Volume is loud enough to 
be heard by all audience 
members at least 80% of 
the time. 

Volume often too soft to 
be heard by all audience 
members. 

Listens for cues Listens intently. Ready with 
next line without hesitation. 
Does not make distracting 
noises or movements. 

Listens intently but may 
be slow to pick up 1-2 
cues. No distracting noise 
or movement. 

Sometimes does not 
appear to be listening but 
is not distracting. Needs 
reminder to speak 1-2 
times. 

Sometimes does not 
appear to be listening 
and has distracting 
noises or movements. 
Misses more than 2 
cues. 

Comprehension Student is able to accurately 
answer almost all questions 
posed about the topic. 

Student is able to 
accurately answer most 
questions posed about 
the topic. 

Student is able to 
accurately answer a few 
questions posed about the 
topic. 

Student is unable to 
accurately answer 
questions about the 
topic. 

Props Student created visuals, FX, 
etc. show considerable 
work/creativity and make the 
presentation more clear or 
enjoyable. 

Student created visuals, 
FX, etc. add to the 
presentation to make it 
more clear or enjoyable. 

Student created visuals, 
FX, etc. show little thought 
or creativity, neither 
adding to nor taking away 
from the presentation. 

Student created visuals, 
FX, etc. detract from the 
presentation. 

 

 

 


